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Office Hours: Monday—Friday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
Rectory (Fr. David’s Home):
3323 86th Street, Lubbock, TX 79423

March 19, 2017
Third Sunday of Lent

--------------MASS INTENTION:
Saturday, March 18:
Melissa Cowley Gonzales
(ER)
Sunday, March 19:
For the People

--------------TODAY’S READINGS:
First Reading:
Exodus 17: 3-7
Responsorial Psalm:
“If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.”
(Psalm 95)
Second Reading:
Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8
Gospel Acclamation:
““The water Jesus gives is the
wellspring of eternal life.”
Gospel:
John 4: 5-42 or 4: 5-15, 19b26, 39a, 40-42

Dear St. John the Baptist Parishioners and Friends,
On behalf of the Knights of Columbus of St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church Council #16541, we want to express our appreciation in support and generous offerings in support of the Mardi Gras
Dinner and Dance held on February 25th, 2017. Your personal commitment was incredibly helpful and allowed us to make our first
Knights of Columbus fund raiser a huge success. Your assistance
meant so much to all of us Knights, but even more to the sole purpose of the Dinner and Dance, raising funds to construct our new
building.
Thank you from your Knights at St. John the Baptist.
Sincerely,
Knights of Columbus Council #16451
From Light in the Darkness
Spirituality Group
The next sessions will be meeting on
Thursday, March 23, 30, and April 6
at 7 p.m. in the Hospitality Area.
Join us for an evening of addressing
reflections on how we can journey
through the darkness of suffering to
the light of transformation.

SJTB 2nd Annual
Lenten Retreat
Plan to attend an enlightening
presentation given by
Sister Terri Bednarz on
Finding God in Our Story on
Saturday, March 25,
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Lunch will be provided.
Registration taken at the entrance of the church or call the
Parish Office.

Lighthouse Catholic Media
The Face of God
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta is
Rice Bowl
known throughout the world as a
woman totally committed to the
As we continue to collect for the Rice
Gospel. Listen to her presentations
Bowl we are reminded that this is
about God’s gift of life, the Eucharist
our response to Jesus in disguise.
and our call to imitate Christ.
Your Rice Bowl donations help
Look through the Lighthouse
Catholic agencies provide relief and
Catholic Media kiosk for more
support to struggling communities.
spiritual and informational CDs.

PRAYER INTENTION LIST

The Gift of Living Water

Week of March 19, 2017
It is said that the next major wars will be fought over water, not oil.
There are growing concerns over the increasing demand for fresh, clean
water as the supply is decreasing. Today's challenges about ensuring
access to safe water for every human being is one entry point to reflection on Sunday’s gospel, which centers on thirst for living water that is
eternally replenished. The account opens with a tired and thirsty Jesus
asking a woman of Samaria for water. Like millions of women who even
today spend hours of their day collecting water, the Samaritan woman
comes, to draw water. Most women would come to the well early in the
morning, not at the hottest part of the day.
Most likely the Fourth Evangelist intends the noontime detail to
be taken symbolically. In this gospel, light signifies coming to belief,
while darkness corresponds to unbelief. In contrast with the preceding
story of Nicodemus, who came to Jesus at night, and who is unable to
believe, the woman of Samaria comes at the brightest part of the day
and will come to full belief.
Jesus and the woman enter into a deep theological conversaGeneral
tion, laden with symbolism. As often happens in the Fourth Gospel, the
-Letty Rodriguez -Lorenzo Luna two are cast as representative characters for the whole of their people.
-Cruzita Luna
-Angelica Luna They begin by speaking of their thirsts, their shared human need, and
-Merina and Ashly Gauna
this enables a conversation by which they can begin to break down the
-Reta
-Janie Sanchez
enmity between their two peoples. Elsewhere in the gospel, Jesus
-Ginger S. Form
speaks of his thirst to draw all people to God through himself (12:32)
-Ortiz Family
and of his desire for all to be one (17:21).
Step by step Jesus and the woman reveal themselves more
Antonio, Luis, Maria, and Felipe
deeply
to
each other. They speak of some of their deepest thirsts: for
Valenciano
worship, salvation, and their search for truth. They listen intently and
allow their perceptions of the other to shift, just as we may need to
Eternal Rest
change our former impressions of the Samaritan woman. The focus of
-Andres and Margarita DeLeon
their dialogue is not on her marital history nor is she said to be a sin-Victor Delgado
ner. Jesus does not tell her to go and sin no more, as he does to the
-All the faithful departed +
man at the pool of Bethesda who had been paralyzed (John 5:14) or to
the woman caught in adultery (John 8:11).
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
The woman’s understanding of Jesus progresses from the simple
Mission
observation that he is a Jew to pondering whether he is greater than
March 18– 21
Jacob. Another step, her recognition of him as a prophet when he uses
Please see the flyer for more inthe marital metaphor favored by Hosea to speak of the people’s relaformation on topics and times or
tionship with God. Finally, she arrived at the conclusion that Jesus is
call (806) 698-6400 or visit
the Messiah, which she shares with her townspeople, so they too can
www.holyspiritlubbock.org
enter into the process of discovery that will culminate in faith.
This encounter illustrates a process by which enmity can be
transformed into friendship. The two start by focusing common thirsts
that spring from their shared humanity. They had to let go of their ingrained stereotypes of the other, and they had to stop avoiding each
other. They had to be willing to stay with one another. As the waters of
understanding wash away ignorance and fear, the gift of living water
wells up within them, making each one a spring from which others who
thirst may drink.
“..whoever drinks the water I shall
-Sr. Barbara Reid, is professor, vice president and academic dean at

Healing & Good Health
-Arturo Alvarado -Danny Chavez
-Melenie Segura -Tami Bednarz
-Joe Chavez
-Arturo Alvarado
-Bella DeLeon
-June Casarez
-Yajayra Marin -Phillip Nombrano
-Robert Nombrano -Sally Frausto
- Janie Sanchez -Frances Silvas
-Johnny Berumen -Mary Salazar
-Andrea Garcia
-Jason Mata
-Andrea Garcia
-Lydia Mecalco
-David Fraga
-Jim Lara
-Benita Cardenas -Bobby Padilla
-Jaime Cardenas

give will never thirst.”

- John

Catholic Theological Union in Chicago.

