St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
9810 Indiana Ave
Suite 150, Mailbox #4
Lubbock, TX 79423
Phone: 806-771-2673
Fax: 806-771-2674

Website:
www.stjohnbaptistlbk.org
Email:
stjohnbaptistlbk@gmail.com

Pastor: Msgr. David R. Cruz
Deacon: Dcn. Severo Alvarado
Parish Secretary: Myrna Porras
Masses: Sat., 5:00pm (English) & Sun., 10:00am (English)
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 12:00 noon
Confessions by Appointment

Office Hours: Monday—Friday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
Rectory (Fr. David’s Home):
3323 86th Street, Lubbock, TX 79423

February 19, 2017
Seventh Sunday of
Ordinary Time

--------------MASS INTENTION:
Saturday, February 18th:
Catholic Extension Society
(Special Intention)
Sunday, February 12th:
Mass for the People

--------------TODAY’S READINGS:
First Reading:
Leviticus 19: 1-2; 17-18
Responsorial Psalm:
“The Lord is kind and
merciful.” (Psalm 103)
Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Gospel Acclamation:
“Love your enemies.”
Gospel:
Matthew 5: 38-48

Light in the Darkness
Spirituality Group
Thursday, February 23rd,
at 7 p.m.
Join us for an evening of addressing reflections on how we can journey through the darkness of suffering to the light of transformation.

Mardi GrasDinner
Dance

Saturday, February 25
7:00-11:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus
Hall
TICKETS: $30 each/
$50 per couple
Meal of Pulled Pork, Jambalaya, Red
Lent Bible
Beans, Rice, Dessert, Soft Drinks,
Study
Beer and Wine
Complimentary Raffle Ticket!
Big Screen TV Raffle!
A six-week study
Silent Auction! Live DJ—Mattie G
group will begin
Ticket Info Email:
on Thursday,
SJTBevents@gmail.com
March 2, at
Or buy your tickets after mass from a
7 p.m.
Knight or the Parish Office.
Sign up so we may order your book
Jesus’ Life-Giving Death
Margaret Maher Scholarship
An interaction with Matthew’s
account of Jesus’ death and
The Margaret Maher Scholarship
resurrection
Foundation will award a scholarship
Meals on Wheels
Let’s help in taking care of our
homebound, elderly or disabled
friends. Meals on Wheels are in
need of 10.5 oz. canned soups
with the flip top lid. Bring your
cans next weekend so we may
deliver soon!

to a deserving individual who will
be attending a Catholic University
in the fall. Applications are due by
April 15th, 2017. Contact Margaret
Beauchamp at 795-9415 or
margaretmaherscholarship.org

PRAYER INTENTION LIST
Week of February 19, 2017
Healing & Good Health
-Ben Ybanez
-Jennifer Reyna
-Danny Chavez
-Liz Vera
-Socorro Rosiles -Adam Guzman
-Jeffrey Guerrero
-Sylvia Ortiz
-Raymond Singleterry
-Selso & Janie Ramirez
-Lora Asmussen
-Yajayra Marin
-Michelle Olivares
-Jason Mata
-Kimberly Aguilar -Lydia Meacalce
-Teodara Adame
-Eloisa Landin
-MaryLou Vanenciano
-Faith & Hope Mata
-Carrie Troutz
General
-Martina Rodriguez
-Destini Pedroza
Eternal Rest
-Jaime Chavez -Toney Amaro
-Benny Torres -Elvira Reta
-Andres & Margarita DeLeon
-Antonio, Luis, Maria Valenciano
-Richard Segura
-All the faithful departed +

Dear Friends of St. John the Baptist,
If you’ve ever had the experience of travelling on a toll road, you
know that you’re not going to get very far unless you’re willing to stop
and pay the required tolls. A few years ago I drove from Lubbock to
Joplin, Missouri when I was invited to conduct a Lenten retreat in
Joplin. But as much as I enjoyed my time in Missouri, I can tell you
having to pay so many tolls there and back, made me grateful for Texas
highways where tolls are few and far between.
The idea of toll roads reminds me of something Pope Francis wrote
shortly after becoming Pope,
“The church is called to be the house of the Father,
with doors always wide open. Frequently, we act as
arbiters of grace rather than its facilitators. But the
Church is not a toll booth; it is the house of the Father,
where there is a place for everyone…”
I take Pope Francis to mean that the Church must be a place that
everyone calls home. Often times some of our priests and parishes give
the perception that the church is a toll road. People must conform to our
rules and regulations or they must get off at the nearest exit. In other
words instead of being a house where all are invited to come to know
Christ, parishes often create a feeling of being exclusive; demanding
that rules and regulations are more important than people.
Most priests would tell you that this is not intentional. We don’t deliberately go out of our way to make people feel excluded. But hopefully, most of us would agree with Pope Francis that we can always do a
better job of making people feel welcome in our church communities.
All of us can do our part by helping create a parish environment that
radiates a sense of inclusion, warmth, cheerfulness and peace. May St.
John the Baptist be a parish community where the door is always wide
open, and not a toll road where some feel excluded or rejected. And
where each of us can say, “Mi casa es su casa!” My home is your
home, too!
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. David

Fat Sunday Festival
Cursillistas of the Diocese of Lubbock invite you to the Fat Sunday
Festival on Sunday,
February 26, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. at
the Catholic Renewal Center
An afternoon of food, fun and entertainment for the entire family.

