St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
9810 Indiana Ave
Suite 150, Mailbox #4
Lubbock, TX 79423
Phone: 806-771-2673
Fax: 806-771-2674

Website:
www.stjohnbaptistlbk.org
Email:
stjohnbaptistlbk@gmail.com

Pastor: Msgr. David R. Cruz
Deacon: Dcn. Severo Alvarado
Parish Secretary: Myrna Porras
Masses: Sat., 5:00pm (English) & Sun., 10:00am (English)
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 12:00 noon
Confessions by Appointment

Office Hours: Monday—Friday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
Rectory (Fr. David’s Home):
3323 86th Street, Lubbock, TX 79423

January 15, 2017
Second Sunday of
Ordinary Time

--------------MASS INTENTION:
Saturday, January 14th:
Catholic Extension Society
(Special Intention)
Sunday, January 15th:
Mass for the People

--------------TODAY’S READINGS:
First Reading:
Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6
Responsorial Psalm:
“Here am I, Lord: I come to do
your will.” (Psalm 40)
Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Gospel Acclamation:
“...he is the one who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.”
Gospel:
John 1:29-34

Join us for a Weekend
Of Enlightenment
Men’s ACTS Retreat
Feb. 9th-12th
Mercy Center-Slaton, TX

For more information contact:
Gilbert Escobar 806-239-6662
Brian Alonzo 806-559-5906

Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Contest
Boys and Girls Ages 9-14
January 22nd, 1-4 p.m.
Christ the King Gym
Contact
Jack Maloney 575-441-8225 for
Lector Training
Jan. 21 & Jan. 28
10 a.m.
Contact Suzanne McCall
806-239-1146

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
12:00 noon

Parish Photo Directory
Parish Directory pictures will be taken
after masses today
and the following
weekends in January.

Journey of Faith
Resumes on
Monday, January 16, at 7 p.m.

Footsteps in Faith
Our Youth Group is selling tickets to the Footsteps in Faith Bible
Conference to be held at Holy Spirit on February 4 & 5. They will
have a table at the entrance of church today and the following 2
weekends for you to purchase tickets. You may purchase those for
$25 each, or have a special pricing for groups and for our Faith
Formation teachers. Please be sure to buy the tickets from our Youth
Group as they will earn a minimum of 10% per ticket sold.

PRAYER INTENTION LIST
Week of January 15, 2017
Healing & Good Health
-Jacob Chavez
-L. Rangel
-Isabella Toala
-Jason Mata
-Mary Salazar
-Andrea Garcia
-Martha Salazar
-Liz Vera
-Tami Bednarz
-Ortiz Family
-Gonzalez Family
-Anita Licon
-Maxim Trevino
-Eloisa Landin
-Yajayra Marin
-Frank Valdez
-Tony Amaro
-Irene Casarez
-Josie Ramirez
-Selso Ramirez
-Mechelle Olivarez
-Kim Aguilar
-Danny Chavez
-Buddy Albiar
General
-Lora Asmussen
-Tony Amaro
-Letty Rodriguez -Nicolasa Rocha
Eternal Rest
-Pedro Licon
-Lucas Lehr and Jane Lehr
and family
-All the faithful departed +

WE ARE BLESSED!
Answered prayer.
-Juan & Terri Contreras
THANK YOU GOD!
(Please share your blessings by
signing on the blue sheet, next to
the Prayer Intentions Binder, at the
entrance of church.)

Follow us on
Instagram
Tag your pictures to
St. John the Baptist CC
stjohnbaptistcatholicchurch

Dear Parish Family Members,
Some days ago I was invited to lead a discussion for some members of a medical
staff who do the daily work of providing care and healing for the critically ill. The
work of these first responders is nothing short of heroic. They are truly a gift and
blessing, and I would add an “extension” of the healing touch of Christ in the
world.
Our discussion centered on the opportunity for change that comes with the beginning of a new year. This is why people resolve to: improve their health, to get more
organized, to get rid of clutter, to eat better, sleep more, and give up some old habits
just to name a few examples of changes we try to make.
But what about the changes we are each called to make in order to renew and
strengthen the habits of our spiritual life? Imagine if we all put the same amount
of energy, effort and financial resources into growing spiritually as we put into a
new diet or exercise program?
For example in an effort to grow spiritually, would you consider committing
yourself to spending more time in daily personal prayer? Doing more daily reading of the scriptures? Setting aside time to read books or articles that nourish the
soul and spirit? Participating in a spiritual activity in the parish, e.g., a bible
study group, a retreat, the stations of the cross, the RCIA, the Knights of Columbus
or ACTS?
Often times, growing spiritually, requires us to be willing to change the habits of
our heart. And, for most of us change does not always come easily. It requires:
prayer, sacrifice, discipline, will power and most important of all, the grace of God
that gives us the strength to sustain the changes we want to make even when at
first we don’t succeed.
One of my favorite prayers was composed by Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971), who
was pastor of Heath Evangelical Church in Massachusetts. It is entitled, The Serenity Prayer. Countless people have found in this beautiful prayer a source of inspiration that has motivated them to be willing to change their habits of the heart.
I hope it will inspire you this year, as it has me each time I pray it. Have a very
blessed week!
The Serenity Prayer
God grant me the serenity to accept
the things I cannot change,
the courage to change the things I can,
and the wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time,
enjoying one moment at a time,
accepting hardship
as the pathway to peace.
Taking as Jesus did,
this sinful world as it is,
not as I would have it.
Trusting that He will make all things right
if I surrender to His will.
That I may be reasonably happy in this life
and supremely happy with Him forever in the next.
Amen

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. David

