St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
9810 Indiana Ave
Suite 150, Mailbox #4
Lubbock, TX 79423
Phone: 806-771-2673
Fax: 806-771-2674

Website:
www.stjohnbaptistlbk.org
Email:
stjohnbaptistlbk@gmail.com

Pastor: Msgr. David R. Cruz
Business Admin. & Parish Secretary: Evangeline Jimenez
Masses: Sat., 5:00pm (English) & Sun., 10:00am (English)
Confessions by Appointment
Office Hours: Mon., Wed. & Fri., 9:00am - 1:00pm
Tues. & Thurs., 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Rectory (Fr. David’s Home):
3323 86th Street, Lubbock, TX 79423

December 13, 2015
3rd Sunday
of Advent

--------------MASS INTENTIONS:
Saturday, December 12th:
Mass for the People
Sunday, December 13th:
For our Church throughout
the Year of Mercy

--------------TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading:
Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Responsorial Psalm:
Cry out with joy and gladness: for
among you is the great and Holy
One of Israel. (Isaiah 12:2-6)
Second Reading:
Philippians 4:4-7

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: UPCOMING EVENTS AT SJTB
Dec. 16th at 7:00pm
Children’s Nativity Play
Dec. 19th, 2:00pm-4:00pm
Confessions with Fr. David Cruz & Fr. Jim O’Conner
Dec. 21st at 7:00pm
Parish Penance Service (No Individual Confessions)
Dec. 24th at 5:30pm
Christmas Eve Mass (NO CHRISTMAS DAY MASS)
Dec. 31st at 5:30pm
New Year’s Eve Mass (NO NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS)

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
CLASSES

‘KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS’
POSTER CONTEST
Deadline: December 15th
We encourage any children or

Youth Faith Formation Classes youths between the ages of 5 and
14 interested in participating in
(CCE) will not meet
the poster contest sponsored by
on December 23rd or 30th.
the Knights of Columbus to parClasses will resume on
ticipate. Registration forms are
available
at the office and at the
January 6th.
Greeting Table at the Church.

MASS INTENTION

Gospel Acclamation:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because He has anointed me to
bring glad tidings to the poor.
(Isaiah 61:1, cited in Luke 4:18)

If you would like to dedicate
a Mass for a special intention,
please contact the parish office
to check availability.

Gospel:
Luke 3:10-18

A donation will be requested to
reserve the Mass.

The winner in each age group will
receive a prize of $50, and has
the opportunity to move on to
compete in the state and national
competition.
For more information,
please contact our Knights of
Columbus Council at
stjb.knights@gmail.com

PRAYER INTENTION LIST
From Week of December 6, 2015

Healing & Good Health
-Juan Contreras
-Jakob Neuber
-Maxine Abeyta
-Yajara Marin
-Corina Escamilla
-Joe Porras
-Tiffany Quevedo
-Sylvia Ortiz
-Michael D. Reyna
-Jason Mata
-Andrea Garcia
-Ashley Salazar
-Mary Salazar
-Nancy Sanchez
General
-John Pesina
-Mary Eva Laque
-Jose Valenciano
-Larry McCall
-All travelers
-All graduates
-Arron Miller
-BL Miller
-Maria Saucedo
-Matt Distasio
-Bouquio Family -The Homeless
-Brandi Wall & Family
-Carla Green & Family
-All expecting mothers
-All those seeking employment
Eternal Rest
-Paul Rangel +
-Ginger Storm +
-Nancy Garcia +
-Andres & Margarita DeLeón +
-Antonio & Luis Valenciano +
-All the faithful departed +
LETTER OF THANKS
Dear Fr. David & Parishioners,
We are writing to say ‘Thank You,’
for your warm welcome, your inspiring homilies, and your blessing
for a safe journey back to the UK.
We felt so blessed to have met you
and to have been part of the great
community at St. John the Baptist
during our stay in Lubbock from
October to November. Please thank
everyone for their kindness and for
making us feel so welcome. We
look forward to meeting you again
when we’re next over. Wishing you
and all at St. John the Baptist a
blessed Advent as we wait patiently
for Jesus to be born again in us all
this Christmas.
With our love and prayers,
Anne, Richard & James Neary

Dear Friends of St. John the Baptist,

For the past several weeks, we have been reflecting on behaviors
that demonstrate our love for others, such as patience, humility and
selflessness. For our reflection this week, I would like to offer some
suggestions for us to put into action during Advent and Christmas.
Acts such as these, are signs of love that will be so important for us
to build up our capacity for compassion as we begin this Year of
Mercy.
~ As a family, prepare a basket of food, toiletries or clothing, and
give it to a family in need, or donate it to a local organization, like
Catholic Charities, Tent City, or Catholic Resale.
~ Skip a meal at your favorite restaurant. Use the money to purchase a Christmas gift for a person served by a parish organization or
local charity, such as Toys for Tots or Christmas for Seniors.
~ Identify a person whom you have offended since your last confession and pray for them each day for a week.
~ Think of someone you have been especially uncharitable towards
and send a Christmas card with a note of kindness attached to it.
~ Volunteer at a local food pantry or soup kitchen for a few hours.
~ Reflect on the Beatitudes. Find someone who meets one of those
needs, such as one who mourns, and send them a note or visit them.
~ Speak a word of affirmation to each member of your household
this week. Make an effort to “help carry someone’s burden” among
your friends or family members.
~ Take a “prayer time” of ten minutes or so. Ask God if there is
something He would like to say to you. LISTEN.
~ Call or write a note to someone who may be lonely or in need of
“comfort and joy”.
~ Gather your family members for a reading of the “Christmas Story”
from the Gospel of Matthew or Luke. Discuss what it means to them
and to you.
~ Every morning during the Advent or Christmas season, say a Hail
Mary for peace.
~ Reach out to a lonely person at school or work. Invite them to sit
with you and your friends or colleagues.
~ For the whole week, take on a task to help others without being
asked to do so.
May these suggestions from a ‘Year of Mercy’ resource motivate
each of us this season.
- Fr. David

